
Copyright legislation & useful resources 
 

UK Legislation (the full text of these and other related legislation can be found at 
the HMSO, Her Majesty’s Stationery Office website) 

• Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 and related amendments in the form 
of S.I.s to implement EU Directives (see below) 

• Copyright (Visually Impaired Persons) Act 2002 
 
European Legislation (the full text of these and other related legislation can be 
found at the Eur-Lex website, which is the portal to European Union law) 

• Council Directive 91/250/EEC of 14 May 1991 on the legal protection of 
computer programs, OJ L 122, 17.5.1991, p. 42; 

• Council Directive 92/100/EEC of 19 November 1992 on rental right and 
lending right and on certain rights related to copyright in the field of 
intellectual property, OJ L 346, 27.11.1992, p. 61;  

• Council Directive 93/83/EEC of 27 September 1993 on the co-ordination of 
certain rules concerning copyright and rights related to copyright 
applicable to satellite broadcasting and cable retransmission, OJ L 248, 
6.10.1993, p. 15;  

• Council Directive 93/98/EEC of 29 October 1993 harmonising the term of 
protection of copyright and certain related rights, OJ L 290, 24.11.1993, p. 
9;  

• Directive 96/9/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 
1996 on the legal protection of databases, OJ L 77, 27.3.1996, p. 20. 

• Directive 2001/84/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 
September 2001 on resale rights for the benefit of the authors of original 
works of art, OJ L 272, 13.10.2001, p. 32. 

• Directive 2001/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 
May 2001 on the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and 
related rights in the information society, OJ L 167, 22.6.2001, p. 10. 

• Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
measures and procedures to ensure the enforcement of intellectual 
property rights, COM (2003) 46(01) 

 
International Conventions and Treaties (all accessible from the WIPO World 
Intellectual Property Organisation website) 

• Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (originally 
1886; most recent revision at time of writing1979) 

• Universal Copyright Convention (1952) 
• Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (1979) 
• Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms 

and Broadcasting Organizations (1961) 
• Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against 

Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms (1971) 
• WTO World Trade Organization TRIPS Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights (1994) 
• WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization Copyright Treaty (WCT) 

(1996) 
• WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization Performance and Phonograms 

Treaty (WPPT)  (1996) 
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Useful Websites 
ASLIB http://www.aslib.com  [last updated 10th July 2003] 
 
CILIP Chartered Institute of Information and Library Professionals 
http://www.cilip.org [last updated 14th July 2003] 
 
CILIP Libraries and Archives Copyright Alliance http://www.cilip.org.uk/laca [last 
updated 26th June 2003] 
 
CLA Copyright Licensing Agency http://www.cla.co.uk  
 
EBLIDA European Bureau of Library, Information and Documentation Associations 
http://www.eblida.org [last updated 15th July 2003] 
 
Eur-Lex Portal to European Union law http://www.europa.eu.int/eur-
lex/en/index.html [last updated 11th July 2003] 
 
Europa European Union On-line Intellectual Property pages available at 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/en/intprop/index.htm  [last updated 15th 
July 2003] 
 
HMSO Her Majesty’s Stationery Office HMS Online http://www.hmso.gov.uk  [last 
updated 8th July 2003] 
 
Intellectual Property http://www.intellectual-property.gov.uk (Government-backed 
home of UK Intellectual Property on the Internet) [last updated 15th July 2003] 
 
JISCLIS Joint Information Systems Committee Legal Information Service 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/legal Intellectual Property page [last updated 16th July 2003] 
 
JISCPAS Joint Information Systems Committee Plagiarism Advisory Service 
http://www.jiscpas.ac.uk  [last updated 16th July 2003] 
 
Patent Office http://www.patent.gov.uk  
 
Pedley, Paul:  http://www.paulpedley.com  
 
WIPO http://www.wipo.int  
 
Bibliography 
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in the Digital Environment (October 2000) http://www.cilip.org.uk/laca [last updated 
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Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1988/Ukpga_19880048_en_1.htm  
 
Cornish, G. P. (2001)  Copyright:  interpreting the law for libraries, archives and 
information services. Revised 3rd Edition. Library Association Publishing. UK. 
 
Davies, G. (2002) Copyright and the Public Interest.  2nd edition. Sweet & Maxwell, 
London. 
 
EBLIDA European Bureau of Library, Information and Documentation Associations 
(2003) Position on Digital Rights Management Systems, February 2003 from 
EBLIDA topics and position papers http://www.eblida.org/topics/topics.htm  
 
EBLIDA European Bureau of Library Information and Documentation Associations 
Discussions with rights owners and other players.  
http://www.eblida.org/topics/rightowners/rightowners.htm (updated 7th August 2002) 
 
EU Proposal  for a new EU Directive on measures and procedures to ensure the 
enforcement of intellectual property rights available at EUROPA The European 
Union On-line http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/en/intprop/index.htm   

Hackett, T. (2003) ‘Panel 3 Updating/consolidation of the acquis’ Meetings 
and Events European Copyright Revisited: European Commission conference, 
Santiago de Compostela, 16-18 June 2002.  EBLIDA European Bureau of 
Library Information and Documentation Associations. Available at  
http://www.eblida.org/eblida/meetings/events.htm  

Hyams, E. ‘Scholarly publishing on the road to Damascus’ in Library and 
Information Update. July 2003, Vol 2(7). CILIP. UK. 
 
Managing Information (2002) 28 June 2002 Copyright:  Patent Office and CLA 
initiate full consultation with Managing Information Copyright Courier.  EU 
Copyright meetings http://www.managinginformation.com/copyright_directive.htm  
 
Murphy, A. (2002) EU Directive on Copyright in the Information Society (2002) 
Presentation to Copyright Consultation Meeting on 3rd October 2002.  Available from 
http://www.managinginformation.com/copyright_directive.htm 
 
Norman, S (2002) Copyright: impending changes and how are we going to deal with 
them? Presentation to Copyright Consultation Meeting on 2nd October 2002.  
Available from http://www.managinginformation.com/copyright_directive.htm [note: 
Sandy Norman has produced copyright guidelines for several different types of 
libraries, and is due to publish another generic set of guidelines in 2004] 
 
Oppenheim, C. (2002) Practical Difficulties posed by the Directive for Information 
Professionals, available at 
http://www.managinginformation.com/copyright_directive.htm  
 
Pedley, Paul (2000) Copyright for Library and Information Service Profesionals.  
Second Edition. Aslib.   
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